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Why?
Economic Growth
Economic Growth measures
the change in the size of a
city or town’s fundamental
economic drivers: population
change, business growth,
jobs and construction.
Together, these metrics give
an understanding of the
performance of the local
economy.

Inclusive Growth

Business Growth
The number of businesses
employing one or more people vs
the long-term average
Time series begins: June 2014
Source: ABS

Employment
Estimated number of jobs vs the
long-term average.
Time series begins: Dec 2010
Source: DESE

Business Growth

Employment

Construction
Pipeline
Construction Pipeline
The value of residential and nonresidential construction approvals
vs the long-term average
Time series begins: July 2011
Source: ABS

Government Support

Government Support
The number of welfare payments
per capita vs the long-term
average
Time series begins: March 2016
Source: DSS

Unemployment

Inclusive growth aims to
measure how the benefits of
economic growth are flowing
through to people in the
community. This is captured
by looking at changes in the
unemployment rate and
reliance on government
payments per capita.

Unemployment
The current unemployment rate
vs the long-term average
Time series begins: Dec 2010
Source: DESE

Population growth
Population Growth
The annual population growth rate
vs the long-term average
Time series begins: 2001
Source: ABS
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Overall Results
All inclusive growth
measures below their longterm average
All economic growth
measures above their longterm average

Mixed economic growth
measures

Inclusive Growth
All inclusive growth
measures are above their
long-term average
All economic growth
measures are below their
long-term average
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Economic Growth
Note: A location’s performance along each axis reflects their relative inclusive growth and economic growth scores. The shaded areas on the chart represent
different characteristics of inclusive growth and economic growth score. For inclusive growth measures, a location is performing strongly when it is below its longterm average. For example, the unemployment rate or welfare payments per capita sit below the historical average. For economic growth, a location is performing
strongly when its measures are above the long-term average. For example, jobs growth or the growth in the construction pipeline is above historic levels.
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Economic Growth
Note: A location’s performance along each axis reflects their relative inclusive growth and economic growth scores. The shaded areas on the chart represent
different characteristics of inclusive growth and economic growth score. For inclusive growth measures, a location is performing strongly when it is below its longterm average. For example, the unemployment rate or welfare payments per capita sit below the historical average. For economic growth, a location is performing
strongly when its measures are above the long-term average. For example, jobs growth or the growth in the construction pipeline is above historic levels.
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The Gateway Cities + Some
City or Town

Ballarat
Geelong
Newcastle - Maitland
Wollongong
Melbourne
Sydney
Bendigo

Overall rank

Economic rank

Inclusive rank

1
2
4
8
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29

1
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=4
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13
20
=4
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Source: Small Areas Labour Market, Dec 2019. JobKeeper Payments. June 2020. Concordance has been used to standardise the reporting geography to Significant Urban Areas. Actual rates will vary based on
assumptions adopted on the appropriate geography. Notes: Unemployment estimates post 1 Jan 2020 are the authors calculations based on published JobKeeper data. This JobKeeper data tracks the number of
claims a business has made, by postcode of the business, not the actual location of the employee. This may understate (or overstate) the number of people actually on JobKeeper in these locations. For example,
someone from Newcastle, working for a national company with a head office in Sydney, is captured in the Sydney data, not the Newcastle data. JobKeeper data does not yet capture the extended Victorian lockdown.7
December 19 (as opposed to March 20) SALM data has not been used in order to try and get a clear before vs. during COVID snapshot given March 20 data is likely to also capture the influence of the bushfires.

Non-resi building approvals / capita ($)

Infrastructure investment
2,500

2,000

1,500

1,000

500
FY12-4

FY13-4

FY14-4

Gateway cities

FY15-4

FY16-4

Sydney

Source: ABS, non-residential building approvals. Gateway cities reflects and average of the three cities (Significant Urban Areas).
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Disclaimer
The commentary, observations and statistics (‘information’) conveyed in this report is for general information purposes only. It does not constitute
investment or financial advice. It does not constitute policy advice. Information sourced from third parties has been taken as accurate and current. It has
not been independently verified or audited as part of this project.
Polis Partners disclaims all responsibility and liability (including, without limitation, for any direct or indirect or consequential costs, loss or damage or loss
of profits) arising from anything done or omitted to be done, by any party in reliance, whether wholly or partially, on any of the information. Any party
that relies on the information does so at its own risk.
The Information and images must not be copied, reproduced, distributed, or used, in whole or in part, without the written permission of Polis Partners.
Any use must be sourced to The City Report, Polis Partners.
© Polis Partners 2020
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