
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chance to pitch ideas to expert panel 
 
This opinion piece appeared in the Newcastle Herald on 9 May 2017 
 
The Hunter Research Foundation (HRF) Centre will again offer two 
entrepreneurs an opportunity to pitch their business ideas to the Hunter 
economic breakfast audience on 26 May. 
 
The fledgling businesses have three minutes in which to pitch their 
concept to a panel of experts at the breakfast, which is an event in the 
2017 Hunter Innovation Festival. The panel members will provide them 
with feedback and advice based on their expertise. 
 
The HRF initiated the pitch session at the June 2016 economic 
breakfast, which exposed two fledgling businesses to an audience of 
350 business leaders. As well as entertaining the breakfast audience, 
the session proved useful to the participants’ businesses.   
 
Tim Davidson from Virtual Perspective (VP) gave a demonstration of 
the capabilities of virtual reality technology, with a terrifying on-screen 
simulation of a virus attacking a human cell. He said the exposure from 
the economic breakfast helped to increase VP’s brand recognition 
and brought a host of enquiries their way.  
 
VP has expanded from Tim and his partner working out of a garage to 
employ two more people, including Business Development Manager 
Kate Slatter. 



 
“We have moved to new premises in Warabrook, expanded the team 
and are actively seeking further talent to be ready for an increase in 
work,” she said. “We are working on two virtual/ augmented reality 
projects for Newcastle City Council.” 
 
Tim said the Hunter is a perfect place to become a hub for tech 
innovation and education.  
 
“This year VP are sponsors for the Hunter Innovation Festival’s 
Hackathon, offering a prize for an augmented reality or virtual reality 
application idea which will benefit or focus on the Hunter region,” he 
said. 
 
The second business to pitch at the 2016 breakfast last year was Newie 
Ventures, who developed Foresight Parking, to provide innovative 
smart parking solutions. It uses wireless technology to help people find 
available parking spaces and allows facility owners to utilise their 
infrastructure more effectively. 
 
Heath Raftery from Newie Ventures said the breakfast experience was 
‘very valuable’ and raised their profile.  
 
“We've used the event in our marketing material, which makes a big 
difference in communicating our legitimacy,” he said. “The 
preparation and delivery of the pitch has formed the basis of further 
pitches we've made.” 
  
Hear two new Hunter start-ups pitch their ideas at the May 26 
breakfast, which will also highlight the importance for established 
businesses to embrace innovation.  
 
Dr Sarah Pearson will outline how her new role as the University of 
Newcastle’s Pro Vice-Chancellor for Industry Engagement and 
Innovation will contribute to building an innovation ecosystem in the 
Hunter.  
 
Register or download more information at www.newcastle.edu.au/hrfc 
Dr Anthea Bill, HRF Centre Lead Economist 
 
Caption – VP’s Tim Davidson (left) demonstrates his product to an 
expert panel at the June 2016 Hunter economic breakfast 
 
 


