
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Insight into corridors through technology 
 
Newcastle-based entrepreneur Nick Smith has developed a unique 
system offering real-time, low-cost, big-data insights with his new 
business, Corridor Insights. 
 
Nick pitched the Corridor Insights concept at the HRF Centre’s Hunter 
economic breakfast on 26 May.  
 
The system offers comprehensive monitoring for a range of applications 
using laser scanning, ultra-high resolution imagery, flexible sensor 
configuration, remote real-time management and 360-degree video 
coverage.  
 
“Traditional laser scanning technology is prohibitively expensive and 
our system is exactly the opposite,” Nick said. “We can permanently 
install it into any vehicle, then set and forget it as it continuously scans 
the environment for a fraction of the usual scanning cost per linear 
kilometre captured.” 
 
Nick saw the potential industrial applications for drone technology 
while selling real estate in Newcastle. He established his company 



Airsight Australia in 2012 and contracted to project managers and 
mining companies including Rio Tinto and BHP using laser-scanning 
technology mounted on drones.  
 
He set up his second company, the rapidly-growing UAVAir to train 
people to fly drones to meet demand for his services. When asked to 
scan a rail corridor in proximity to Sydney Airport, where they could not 
fly drones, Nick developed the concept of mounting the technology 
directly onto the train and Corridor Insights was born.  
 
With Aaron Hoye providing the technical genius, Airsight Australia 
developed their SmartCorridor technology. It uses artificial intelligence 
to streamline corridor data capture, visualisation and management, 
making it easy to remotely manage, inspect and identify critical 
corridor-based infrastructure.  
 
Several partners, including Newcastle City Council and Sydney Rail, are 
set to conduct pilots of the Corridor Insights system in coming weeks, to 
check and verify data assumptions.  
 
“This is brand new technology and the industry is not mature,” Nick 
said. “We have formed close relationships with our clients and 
responded to their technical and workflow problems by using 
technology to find solutions. That has put us ahead of the game.” 
 
Find out more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.airsightaustralia.com.au/

